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A Message From Our CEO-President, Kevin Priest
I am proud to present you with the 2016-2017 Annual Report for CCYS as well as our new logo and brand. More than a 

year ago, our Board of Directors, staff, and other stakeholders committed to rebranding the organization. Through 

thoughtful and reflective discussions with clients, staff, Board Members, donors, and other partners, we decided to 

shorten our official name to “CCYS” and a new inviting logo and brand was developed. Along with rebranding, 

we experienced further growth throughout our agency by serving more than 1,450 youth and their families 

across all programs. We continue to experience increases in our private giving and we were fortunate that an anonymous donor 

made a substantial contribution to establish an Endowment Fund for CCYS. This fund provides long-term sustainability to 

further our mission.

Our Street Outreach Program continues to thrive, the Transitional Living Program is going into its fifth year 

of operation, and the Stop Now and Plan Program has expanded to include girl’s workshops and group 

workshops in schools. Our Emergency Youth Shelter continues to update the look and feel in the shelter 

to provide a comfortable environment for youth in our care and our Family Place Counseling Program 

maintains a steady presence in Leon County as well as the outlying Counties of the Big Bend. Our 

staff are continuing to utilize our new trauma-informed care model, influenced by the “Why Try” 

training curriculum. This model replaced our behavior modification model to better meet the 

needs of the youth we serve by forming youth-staff partnerships during the process of 

their care to form plans for success when a youth discharges from CCYS care.  The 

dedication to this model has had a positive effect on the culture at CCYS. 

Looking forward, we are committed to providing quality prevention and 

intervention services to best serve and meet the needs of youth and 

families in crisis in the Big Bend. Thank you to our staff, partners, 

donors, sponsors, and community advocates for helping us further 

our mission. 

Sincerely,

Kevin Priest

A Quick Look at 2016 - 2017
With your help we have had the following impact on local youth and families this year.

CCYS 
Endowment
CCYS is very excited to announce 
the establishment of a $100,000 
endowment fund thanks to an 
anonymous donor. This monumental gift 
and investment in our mission creates a lasting 
legacy and provides longevity and sustainability. 
This fund will ensure that our counseling, emergency 
shelter, transitional living, street outreach services, and 
SNAP programming will continue to enhance the lives of 
youth and families in the Big Bend for years to come. We have 
also received our first major gift towards the endowment fund 
from Beth Alexander, who donated in honor of her late husband 
and former CCYS Board Member, Chris Alexander. We thank our 
anonymous donor and Beth for their enormous generosity to support 
our mission.

7 youth served through 
Transitional Living

29 youth and families 
served through Stop 
Now and Plan Program
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CHSP/County United Way 213,734.01 Admin 201,003.82       
Grants 105,401.48 Fundraising 71,569.91          
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Transitional Living Program
This year has been full of excitement in the TLP! We have had two residents 

that graduated from high school this spring and we are so incredibly proud of 

their hard work. We also have a resident who has finished the program and has 

transferred to Florida College. Some of the residents are involved with their jobs, 

others are volunteering at different organizations, including the Center for the 

Advancement of Human Rights and Big 

Bend Hospice, and some are taking a few 

college courses. We have also had a lot 

of helpful educational programs from the 

FSU Health and Wellness Center and the 

FSU Career Center. In addition to all of 

their hard work, we took a few fun summer 

trips hiking and to the beach. We are 

continuously amazed to see the progress 

of our residents while they transition into 

independent adulthood!

Stop Now and Plan
Stop Now And Plan, or SNAP, is doing amazing work 

providing behavioral therapy to children and 

teaching parent management skills! We were 

able to graduate 29 youth and their families 

from the program over the past year. 

Now that SNAP is off the ground 

and we are seeing great success 

with families, we decided to 

expand! We began our first 

SNAP Girls group this 

year in February and 

it went very well! 

We completed 

and graduated our first SNAP Girls group May 30, 2017 at Hartsfield 

Elementary. We also began SNAP in Schools where we offered 

the SNAP curriculum in both Woodville and Hartsfield 

Elementary Schools. We have completed over 78 groups 

in both Woodville and Hartsfield Elementary already, 

so SNAP in Schools is prospering! We are so 

excited for the program to be growing and to 

see and hear all the successes of our kids 

and parents!

Family 
Place 

Counseling
During the 2016-2017 year, the Family 

Place counseling program served 602 youth 

and families throughout all eight Counties 

of the Big Bend. We ran group sessions in 

many schools across the Big Bend including Sabal 

Palm, Riversprings, Chattahoochee and Taylor County 

elementary schools. We hope to continue our momentum 

and continue expanding our counseling groups and services 

to youth and families in the Big Bend.

Going Places Street Outreach Program

Over the past year our Street Outreach team has met some truly amazing and resilient young people while conducting 

street outreach and we are so thankful for their voice and willingness to work alongside us! This past year we 

went from having two street outreach advocates to now having four. With this growth we have been able to 

increase our presence in the community which has resulted in Going Places doubling the number of youth 

we served from 163 youth last year to 367 youth this year! The growth of our program with the help of 

continued Promise Zone and Challenge Grant funding has also helped us open the Drop-In center 

for longer hours and extend to Saturdays, which has given youth a positive place to spend part of 

their weekends. Our advocates are also able to spend even more one-on-one time with youth, 

so that together, they can develop a plan that is tailored to that young person’s goals. Our 

advocates hit the streets approximately five times a week to locate, identify, and provide 

assistance to any youth they come in contact with. Our funding sources have also 

allowed us to provide rapid re-housing to youth for the first time in CCYS’ long 

history. This opportunity means we can help youth get out of survival mode 

and off the street and into safe, stable housing even quicker. We are so 

thankful for this amazing community and the opportunity to do the work 

we do. Our Drop-In Center recently moved to 654 Dunn Street in the 

heart of Frenchtown. Stop by and check us out!

Emergency 
Shelter 
We had so much fun updating the 

shelter last year! We invested in new 

furniture and decor, including beds and 

artwork for the youth bedrooms and chairs 

for the living space. Our staff are in year two of 

the implementation of our new trauma informed care 

model, called “Why Try”, and are doing a lot of fun groups 

with youth to help build resiliency and emotional control skills. 

We have had many volunteers so far this year, including music 

therapists and FSU Outreach. Our kids are in the community doing 

more volunteering, as well as fun and educational activities like painting 

Tallahassee rocks and partnering with our Street Outreach Program for fun 

and interactive workshops to build skills and life experiences! Our Emergency 

Shelter admitted 448 homeless, runaway, and at-risk children last year. We also 

initiated a partnership with the Juvenile Assessment Center to provide probation and 

domestic violence respite to divert youth from entering the juvenile justice system. 
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Board Chair

Matt Sirmans
Vice Chair

Elaine Bryant, Ph.D.
Immediate Past Chair
 
Kristina Tutton
Treasurer

Mary Linzee Branham
Secretary

Scott Harrell
Fundraising Chair
 
Letitia Brown
Marline Feliciano
Lauren Buzzelli Fuchs
LT. Tim Lawrence
Ray Garcia
Dr. Feleccia Moore-Davis
Pamela Smith-Ligon, Ph.D.
Alenna Trusik
Jason Wildenstein

2016-2017 
Board Members

Board Chair Message
In this past year CCYS has experienced remarkable success 

supporting the development of youth and their families. Our 

capacity is dependent on high integrity leadership, practiced 

throughout the organization from CEO to our direct care 

staff.  An active and committed board of directors 

strives to reflect this organizational excellence and 

provide a foundational support system.  This year 

the board has had an instrumental role in fundraising, rebranding, 

and raising the CCYS profile within our region.  I couldn’t be 

prouder to be on this team of committed professionals with 

such an impressive agency to serve. If you want to get 

involved and help homeless, runaway, and at-risk 

youth, please reach out to me or any board member 

to take a tour, get more information, or simply let 

us know what’s on your mind.

Sincerely,

Dr. Steve Mills

Sleep Out
During the 2016-2017 school year, Leon County schools reported 866 students 

who had experienced homelessness. Each year, community and business 

leaders give up the comforts of home to spend one night under the stars at 

CCYS as a simple way of showing support of homeless, runaway, and at-risk 

youth in our community. Together, we can raise awareness and funding to 

support these youth along their journey to transition to adulthood successfully.  

Visit www.ccys.org/sleep-out to learn how you can get involved in 2018!

CCYS Tally Awards
The Tally Awards recognizes the area’s 

favorite businesses with a people’s choice 

awards and celebration event. Through a 

nomination and voting process, businesses 

compete in numerous categories. This 

annual event unites businesses and the 

community while raising awareness and 

funding for CCYS. We’re excited to announce 

a partnership with App Innovators who is working to rebrand the Tally Awards 

website and streamline the voting and nomination process! Look for nominations 

and voting to open soon! Visit www.tallyawards.com for more information. Be 

sure to follow us on Facebook and Twitter for the latest updates!

2016-2017 Fiscal Donors
Kendra Talley

Richard A.
JoAnne Adams

Mark and Sheri Adkins
Akerman Law Firm

Mike Akers
Joe Alicea

Sherry Allen
Christine Allen
Karen Allinder
Kevin Alvarez
Alison Anway

App Innovators
Michelle Arbeitman

Carolyn Baker
Nelson Ball
April Banta

Stacy Bartlett
Ewa Bienkiewicz
Bike & Build, Inc.
Greg Birkmeier

Becky Blackburn
Ricky Blais
Roy Bland

Jason Blankenship
Garrett Blanton

Blue Ribbon Cleaners
Steve & Sarah Bolinder

Stefanie Bowden
BowStern

Jeremy Branch
Mary Linzee Branham
John & Beth Brenneis

Craig Brickser
Jennifer Britt

Edward Alan Brock
Lisa Brown

Betsy Brown
Kimberly Brown
Sandey Bucklew

David Burns
Hugh Butler

Capital City Bank  
Group Foundation

Georgia Cappleman
Richard Cassedy
John R. Cassedy

Adrienne Causseaux
Laura Chan

Charles A. Frueauff 
Foundation

Chipotle
Amanda and Kyle Clark

Carmen M. Claudio
Marlin Coatings
Tracey Cohen

Shannon Colavecchio
Jami Coleman
Richard Combs

Chris & Sean Cooley
Kristen Coons
John Coppola
Adam Corey

Mercy Joy Corlew
Melissa Coughlin

Susan Cox
Maud Craft

Nancy Croix-Stroud
Sean Crowe
Patty Crump

Gerald Culbreth
Ryan Daigle

Michael Dalton
Alison Davidson

Elle Davis
Wilson Dean

Corbin & Sarah Denagy
Tom Derzypolski
Graham Dessert

Victor Diaz
Elizabeth Dickens

Charles W. Dodson
Gina Dozier

Curtosha Drake-McKinney
Terry Dupriest

Rich Dye
Rachel Eade

Pam East
Jenn Edelson

Annette Edewaard
Raymond Egan

CCYS Rebrand

Last year we decided CCYS was due for a new 

look, so the organization embarked on the journey 

to re-brand! The project began May 2016 and it has 

been an exciting endeavor. We wanted to create a 

fresh new take on CCYS, who we are, and what we do. So, 

we partnered with Bowstern to help us construct our vision. 

Bowstern has been amazing to work with; they really took the 

time to fully understand our organization and what we do. They 

took this project very seriously and after a long and detailed process 

we are excited to present to you all the new CCYS! We believe this new 

look truly represents who we are and what we have grown to become. 

We look forward to promoting our new brand and expanding our services to 

more families and youth in the Big Bend area.

CCYS strives to ensure that all donors receive proper recognition. If you have any 
questions about your contribution, please contact Jess Tharpe at jess.tharpe@ccys.org.
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Corporate 
Sponsors

ABC WTXL
A Country Rose

Akerman Law Firm
Altrua

Andrew’s Catering
Barrett, Fasig  

& Brooks
Big Bend Lawn 
Enforcement

BowStern
Cassedy & Company

Comcast
Elle Belle 

Photography
Fonvielle Lewis 

Messer & 
McConnaughhay
Gaines Street Pies

Gandy Printers
Hancock Bank
Home Instead  
Senior Care

James Moore & Co.
JH Creative
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CCYS Rebrand

Last year we decided CCYS was due for a new 

look, so the organization embarked on the journey 

to re-brand! The project began May 2016 and it has 

been an exciting endeavor. We wanted to create a 

fresh new take on CCYS, who we are, and what we do. So, 

we partnered with Bowstern to help us construct our vision. 

Bowstern has been amazing to work with; they really took the 

time to fully understand our organization and what we do. They 

took this project very seriously and after a long and detailed process 

we are excited to present to you all the new CCYS! We believe this new 

look truly represents who we are and what we have grown to become. 

We look forward to promoting our new brand and expanding our services to 

more families and youth in the Big Bend area.

CCYS strives to ensure that all donors receive proper recognition. If you have any 
questions about your contribution, please contact Jess Tharpe at jess.tharpe@ccys.org.



CCYS
2407 Roberts Avenue
Tallahassee, FL 32310

www.ccys.org

Youth Story
Dennis* was kicked out of his 
home when he was 16 years old 
for coming out as gay. To survive 
on the streets he began dancing in 
night clubs and soon found himself 
being trafficked. He fled to Tallahassee 
to escape those that were exploiting him 
and he met the Going Places Street Outreach 
team at an event they were hosting at the 
Skate Park. From there he started frequenting 
the Drop-In Center to access resources and to 
get a hot meal. The first day working with Going 
Places, they drove him around looking for jobs and 
he landed an awesome job at a local restaurant. Dennis 
was staying at the Kearney Center but he soon got a 
second job and had enough money to pay rent. Going 
Places utilized their rapid re-housing funding to pay his first 
and last month’s rent and utility deposit. Dennis is starting 
college in the Fall with two jobs and place to call his own. 
*Name has been changed to protect the identity of the youth.


